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the primary enclosure and the public 
at any time the public is present, in 
order to restrict physical contact be-
tween the public and the nonhuman 
primates. Nonhuman primates used in 
trained animal acts or in uncaged pub-
lic exhibits must be under the direct 
control and supervision of an experi-
enced handler or trainer at all times 
when the public is present. Trained 
nonhuman primates may be allowed 
physical contact with the public, but 
only if they are under the direct con-
trol and supervision of an experienced 
handler or trainer at all times during 
the contact. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0579–0093)

§ 3.79 Mobile or traveling housing fa-
cilities. 

(a) Heating, cooling, and temperature. 
Mobile or traveling housing facilities 
must be sufficiently heated and cooled 
when necessary to protect nonhuman 
primates from temperature extremes 
and to provide for their health and 
well-being. The ambient temperature 
in the traveling housing facility must 
not fall below 45 °F (7.2 °C) for more 
than 4 consecutive hours when 
nonhuman primates are present, and 
must not rise above 85 °F (29.5 °C) for 
more than 4 consecutive hours when 
nonhuman primates are present. The 
ambient temperature must be main-
tained at a level that ensures the 
health and well-being of the species 
housed, as directed by the attending 
veterinarian, and in accordance with 
generally accepted professional and 
husbandry practices. 

(b) Ventilation. Traveling housing fa-
cilities must be sufficiently ventilated 
at all times when nonhuman primates 
are present to provide for the health 
and well-being of nonhuman primates 
and to minimize odors, drafts, ammo-
nia levels, moisture condensation, and 
exhaust fumes. Ventilation must be 
provided by means of windows, doors, 
vents, fans, or air conditioning. Auxil-
iary ventilation, such as fans, blowers, 
or air conditioning, must be provided 
when the ambient temperature in the 
traveling housing facility is 85 °F (29.5 
°C) or higher. 

(c) Lighting. Mobile or traveling 
housing facilities must be lighted well 

enough to permit routine inspection 
and cleaning of the facility, and obser-
vation of the nonhuman primates. Ani-
mal areas must be provided a regular 
diurnal lighting cycle of either natural 
or artificial light. Lighting must be 
uniformly diffused throughout animal 
facilities and provide sufficient illu-
mination to aid in maintaining good 
housekeeping practices, adequate 
cleaning, adequate inspection of ani-
mals, and for the well-being of the ani-
mals. Primary enclosures must be 
placed in the housing facility so as to 
protect the nonhuman primates from 
excessive light. 

(d) Public barriers. There must be a 
barrier between a mobile or traveling 
housing facility and the public at any 
time the public is present, in order to 
restrict physical contact between the 
nonhuman primates and the public. 
Nonhuman primates used in traveling 
exhibits, trained animal acts, or in un-
caged public exhibits must be under 
the direct control and supervision of an 
experienced handler or trainer at all 
times when the public is present. 
Trained nonhuman primates may be al-
lowed physical contact with the public, 
but only if they are under the direct 
control and supervision of an experi-
enced handler or trainer at all times 
during the contact.

§ 3.80 Primary enclosures. 

Primary enclosures for nonhuman 
primates must meet the following min-
imum requirements: 

(a) General requirements. (1) Primary 
enclosures must be designed and con-
structed of suitable materials so that 
they are structurally sound for the spe-
cies of nonhuman primates contained 
in them. They must be kept in good re-
pair. 

(2) Primary enclosures must be con-
structed and maintained so that they: 

(i) Have no sharp points or edges that 
could injure the nonhuman primates; 

(ii) Protect the nonhuman primates 
from injury; 

(iii) Contain the nonhuman primates 
securely and prevent accidental open-
ing of the enclosure, including opening 
by the animal; 

(iv) Keep other unwanted animals 
from entering the enclosure or having 
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3 The different species of nonhuman pri-
mates are divided into six weight groups for 
determining minimum space requirements, 
except that all brachiating species of any 
weight are grouped together since they re-
quire additional space to engage in species-
typical behavior. The grouping provided is 
based upon the typical weight for various 
species and not on changes associated with 
obesity, aging, or pregnancy. These condi-
tions will not be considered in determining a 
nonhuman primate’s weight group unless the 
animal is obviously unable to make normal 
postural adjustments and movements within 
the primary enclosure. Different species of 
prosimians vary in weight and should be 
grouped with their appropriate weight group. 
They have not been included in the weight 
table since different species typically fall 
into different weight groups. Infants and ju-
veniles of certain species are substantially 
lower in weight than adults of those species 

and require the minimum space require-
ments of lighter weight species, unless the 
animal is obviously unable to make normal 
postural adjustments and movements within 
the primary enclosure.

4 Examples of the kinds of nonhuman pri-
mates typically included in each age group 
are: 

Group 1—marmosets, tamarins, and infants 
(less than 6 months of age) of various spe-
cies. 

Group 2—capuchins, squirrel monkeys and 
similar size species, and juveniles (6 months 
to 3 years of age) of various species. 

Group 3—macaques and African species. 
Group 4—male macaques and large African 

species. 
Group 5—baboons and nonbrachiating spe-

cies larger than 33.0 lbs. (15 kg.). 
Group 6—great apes over 55.0 lbs. (25 kg.), 

except as provided in paragraph (b)(2)(ii) of 
this section, and brachiating species.

physical contact with the nonhuman 
primates; 

(v) Enable the nonhuman primates to 
remain dry and clean; 

(vi) Provide shelter and protection 
from extreme temperatures and weath-
er conditions that may be uncomfort-
able or hazardous to the species of 
nonhuman primate contained; 

(vii) Provide sufficient shade to shel-
ter all the nonhuman primates housed 
in the primary enclosure at one time; 

(viii) Provide the nonhuman pri-
mates with easy and convenient access 
to clean food and water; 

(ix) Enable all surfaces in contact 
with nonhuman primates to be readily 
cleaned and sanitized in accordance 
with § 3.84(b)(3) of this subpart, or re-
placed when worn or soiled; 

(x) Have floors that are constructed 
in a manner that protects the 
nonhuman primates from injuring 
themselves; and 

(xi) Provide sufficient space for the 
nonhuman primates to make normal 
postural adjustments with freedom of 
movement. 

(b) Minimum space requirements. Pri-
mary enclosures must meet the min-
imum space requirements provided in 
this subpart. These minimum space re-

quirements must be met even if perch-
es, ledges, swings, or other suspended 
fixtures are placed in the enclosure. 
Low perches and ledges that do not 
allow the space underneath them to be 
comfortably occupied by the animal 
will be counted as part of the floor 
space. 

(1) Prior to February 15, 1994: 
(i) Primary enclosures must be con-

structed and maintained so as to pro-
vide sufficient space to allow each 
nonhuman primate to make normal 
postural adjustments with adequate 
freedom of movement; and 

(ii) Each nonhuman primate housed 
in a primary enclosure must be pro-
vided with a minimum floor space 
equal to an area at least three times 
the area occupied by the primate when 
standing on four feet. 

(2) On and after February 15, 1994: 
(i) The minimum space that must be 

provided to each nonhuman primate, 
whether housed individually or with 
other nonhuman primates, will be de-
termined by the typical weight of ani-
mals of its species, except for 
brachiating species and great apes3 and 
will be calculated by using the fol-
lowing table: 4

Group 
Weight Floor area/animal Height 

lbs. (kg.) ft.2 (m 2) in. (cm.) 

1 ..................... under 2.2 ................................. (under 1) .................................. 1.6 (0.15) 20 (50.8) 
2 ..................... 2.2–6.6 .................................... (1–3) ........................................ 3.0 (0.28) 30 (76.2) 
3 ..................... 6.6–22.0 .................................. (3–10) ...................................... 4.3 (0.40) 30 (76.2) 
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Group 
Weight Floor area/animal Height 

lbs. (kg.) ft.2 (m 2) in. (cm.) 

4 ..................... 22.0–33.0 ................................ (10–15) .................................... 6.0 (0.56) 32 (81.28) 
5 ..................... 33.0–55.0 ................................ (15–25) .................................... 8.0 (0.74) 36 (91.44) 
6 ..................... over 55.0 ................................. (over 25) .................................. 25.1 (2.33) 84 (213.36) 

(ii) Dealers. exhibitors, and research 
facilities, including Federal research 
facilities, must provide great apes 
weighing over 110 lbs. (50 kg) an addi-
tional volume of space in excess of that 
required for Group 6 animals as set 
forth in paragraph (b)(2)(i) of this sec-
tion, to allow for normal postural ad-
justments. 

(iii) In the case of research facilities, 
any exemption from these standards 
must be required by a research pro-
posal or in the judgment of the attend-
ing veterinarian and must be approved 
by the Committee. In the case of deal-
ers and exhibitors, any exemption from 
these standards must be required in the 
judgment of the attending veterinarian 
and approved by the Administrator. 

(iv) When more than one nonhuman 
primate is housed in a primary enclo-
sure, the minimum space requirement 
for the enclosure is the sum of the min-
imum floor area space required for 
each individual nonhuman primate in 
the table in paragraph (b)(2)(i) of this 
section, and the minimum height re-
quirement for the largest nonhuman 
primate housed in the enclosure. Pro-
vided however, that mothers with in-
fants less than 6 months of age may be 
maintained together in primary enclo-
sures that meet the floor area space 
and height requirements of the mother. 

(c) Innovative primary enclosures not 
precisely meeting the floor area and 
height requirements provided in para-
graphs (b)(1) and (b)(2) of this section, 
but that do provide nonhuman pri-
mates with a sufficient volume of space 
and the opportunity to express species-
typical behavior, may be used at re-
search facilities when approved by the 
Committee, and by dealers and exhibi-
tors when approved by the Adminis-
trator. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0579–0093)

§ 3.81 Environment enhancement to 
promote psychological well-being. 

Dealers, exhibitors, and research fa-
cilities must develop, document, and 
follow an appropriate plan for environ-
ment enhancement adequate to pro-
mote the psychological well-being of 
nonhuman primates. The plan must be 
in accordance with the currently ac-
cepted professional standards as cited 
in appropriate professional journals or 
reference guides, and as directed by the 
attending veterinarian. This plan must 
be made available to APHIS upon re-
quest, and, in the case of research fa-
cilities, to officials of any pertinent 
funding agency. The plan, at a min-
imum, must address each of the fol-
lowing: 

(a) Social grouping. The environment 
enhancement plan must include spe-
cific provisions to address the social 
needs of nonhuman primates of species 
known to exist in social groups in na-
ture. Such specific provisions must be 
in accordance with currently accepted 
professional standards, as cited in ap-
propriate professional journals or ref-
erence guides, and as directed by the 
attending veterinarian. The plan may 
provide for the following exceptions: 

(1) If a nonhuman primate exhibits 
vicious or overly aggressive behavior, 
or is debilitated as a result of age or 
other conditions (e.g., arthritis), it 
should be housed separately; 

(2) Nonhuman primates that have or 
are suspected of having a contagious 
disease must be isolated from healthy 
animals in the colony as directed by 
the attending veterinarian. When an 
entire group or room of nonhuman pri-
mates is known to have or believed to 
be exposed to an infectious agent, the 
group may be kept intact during the 
process of diagnosis, treatment, and 
control. 

(3) Nonhuman primates may not be 
housed with other species of primates 
or animals unless they are compatible, 
do not prevent access to food, water, or 
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